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Jan Löwenbach

* 1880, Rychnov nad Kněžnou

• 1898–1902: law studies, Charles University

• 1908–1939: Umělecká beseda

• 1911: marriage to Vilma Zucker (1891–1975)

• 1927: Bohuslav Martinů – Voják a tanečnice

• 1929: Jaroslav Křička – Bílý pán

• 1939: first emigration

• 1941: arrival in New York, NY, USA

• 1946–1948: Ministry of Education, Prague

• 1948: return to New York

† 1972, Glen Falls, NY, USA



Jan Löwenbach, lawyer

• Law firm in Prague (1913)

• Initiated foundation of Czechoslovak copyright 
collective OSA (1919)

• Co-author of the Czechoslovak copyright law
(1926)

• Czechoslovak branch of ALAI (1926)

• Legal representative and advisor to a wide 
range of artists and cultural organizations



Music journalist, 
writer, editor and 
organizer
(ca 1904–1938)

• Dalibor, Hudební revue, Lidové
noviny, Der Auftakt, Der Merker, 
Die Musik…

• Umělecká beseda (association
of Czech artists; 1908–1939)

• Translator

• Author of librettos, plays

• Organization of the ISCM 
Festival in Prague (1924, 1925)





First emigration
(1939–1946)

• Switzerland – England–
Cuba – USA

• Consulate General of the 
Czech Republic in New York

• New York Times, Musical 
Quarterly, Musical America, 
New-Yorské listy

• Unpublished biography of
Bedřich Smetana

• Prague Spring festival 1946



Czechoslovakia
(1946–1948)

• Return to Prague in November 
1946

• Ministry of Education

• Emigration after the 
communist coup in February 
1948

• Return to the USA via 
Switzerland and Canada



Bohuslav Martinů (1890–1959): 
Soldier and the Dancer, H 162

• Based on the play Pseudolus by 
Titus Maccius Plautus
(ca 254–184 BC)

• Comic opera in 3 acts
• Composed since summer 1926, 

completed on 19 June 1927 in 
Paris

• Premiered in Brno on 5 May 1928 
(cond. František Neumann)



Jaroslav Křička (1882–1969): 
The Gentleman in White, op. 50 
(1927–1929)

• Comic opera in 2 acts
• Based on Oscar Wilde’s short 

story The Canterville Ghost
• Premiered in Brno (1929, 

cond. Antonín Balatka)
• Revised version of the opera 

premiered in Wrocław (1931), 
German libretto by Max Brod



Jan Löwenbach’s
“American” Biography of Bedřich Smetana

Edited by Martin Nedbal (University of Kansas) and Marek Pechač



Jan Löwenbach Papers, 
San Diego State 

University, 
Special Collections



Löwenbach’s Books on Procházka and 
Smetana (1908, 1914, 1947)



Vilma 
Löwenbach 
(1891–1975)



Ruth (and Thomas) Martin (1914–2000)



Karel Boleslav Jirák
(1891–1972)



Box-13 Typescript vs. Czech Manuscript vs. 
Folder-205 Typescript  of the Smetana Book



Thank you for
your attention.
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